
 

 

 

NATIONAL ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL NEEDS GUIDE ECRL 

PROJECT, NOT POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
 
 

In reply to an opinion piece titled “Using ECRL to swing voter support for MCA, 

MIC?” published in FMT on 29 March 2021, we would like to make a few 

corrections to the writer’s assumptions.  

 

It should be pointed out that the writer’s assumptions are based on anecdotal 

quotes by unnamed political analysts peppered throughout the article.  

 

The article’s major theme is that the northern alignment, which is the original 

alignment proposed, is a poor choice and serves political motives.  

 

The Ministry of Transport (MOT) stress that the decision to revert to the original 

alignment (dubbed the ECRL 3.0 alignment) is made to maximise the 

economic and technical benefits of the entire project and its spillover effects.  

 

The new ECRL 3.0 alignment, based on the original alignment of the ECRL 

project back in 2017, allows for a bypass line from Serendah to Port Klang for 

KTMB services to be integrated into the entire project. 

 

This decision makes the KTMB rail services more efficient as it serves as a 

significant freight relief line for the service which currently faces bottlenecks 

when traversing Kuala Lumpur’s central business district (CBD). Relieving this 

line away from KL’s CBD further improves public safety as KTMB cargo regularly 

contains hazardous materials which currently traverse KL Sentral and Bank 

Negara stations.  

 

Ultimately, the new ECRL 3.0 alignment aims to complement the establishment 

of a national cargo hub in Serendah and improve cargo moving efficiency for 

both KTMB and ECRL. This is important because 70% of ECRL revenue will be 

derived from freight transport. 

 

This national cargo hub is to form a part of rail connectivity from Serendah to 

economic corridors and ports in Peninsular Malaysia, including the Northern  



 

 

 

Corridor Economic Region (NCER) and Penang Port, the East Coast Economic 

Region (ECER) and Kuantan Port, as well as Iskandar Malaysia and Port of 

Tanjung Pelepas in the south. 

 

Linking via the original alignment to Port Klang with West Port and North Port 

gives a more direct route to international trade and makes it more attractive 

for business by greatly boosting export-oriented industries. This ‘last-mile’ 

connectivity links Kuantan Port and Port Klang under the ECRL 3.0 bringing both 

coasts closer together with a ‘landbridge’ between them to ease transfer of 

goods. 

 

Moreover, the new ECRL 3.0 alignment is also expected to boost new 

developments and townships as well spur commercial activities in relatively 

new areas like Puncak Alam and Kapar which have both been designated as 

future stations for the ECRL. A station at ITT Gombak conveniently caters to 

Klang Valley commuters traveling to the East Coast states as Gombak is 

familiarly known as a gateway to or from Kuala Lumpur. ITT Gombak also 

provides a link to the LRT Kelana Jaya Line , not to mention the Temerloh, 

Serendah, and Jalan Kastam KTMB stations. 

 

The northern alignment is expected to see 26 million tonnes of cargo freight 

and with 5 million passengers per annum in its first year of operation. The 

southern alignment forecast is 9 million tonnes of cargo and 4 million 

passengers per annum in the first year of operation. Therefore, the northern 

alignment is expected to generate immediate traffic for both passenger and 

cargo for ECRL even in the first years of its operations.  

 

Some people may assume that continuing with the southern alignment may 

be cheaper, However, it in fact prevents the entire project from becoming a 

true integrator and hub for the various economic regions of Peninsular 

Malaysia and catalysing significant growth and new investments in 

manufacturing, construction, and property development among others.  

 

By constructing the southern alignment, the Government will still be required to 

proceed with the Serendah Bypass project to solve the bottleneck and 

congestion issue for KTMB in KL. The analysis of compounded environmental  



 

 

 

and social impact of the construction of ECRL southern alignment and 

Serendah Bypass project separately has shown more damage to the 

environment and higher social impact. This is due to the construction in two 

different areas and a longer length in total.  

 

Some 95% of water catchment areas in Selangor will be impacted by the 

southern alignment and Serendah Bypass if built separately compared to 65% 

under the northern alignment. Construction of northern alignment will also 

solve the need for a bypass line in Serendah for KTMB.  

 

As reported previously, the Ministry and Malaysia Rail Link Sdn Bhd have met 

with the Selangor state government on numerous occasions to address all 

issues raised by the various state agencies in the reversion to the ECRL original 

alignment, and have provided solutions and mitigations involving 

environmental protection, minimizing social impact and improving rail 

connectivity among others. A definitive solution to the issue of safeguarding 

the Gombak Quartz Ridge was presented, making encroachment into the 

quartz ridge by ECRL a non-issue.  

 

In conclusion, it must be stressed that political considerations take a back seat 

to economic and technical issues with regard to the ECRL project, even 

though the idea of an ECRL Southern alignment via Negeri Sembilan was first 

announced by then Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng at the Rantau by-election 

campaign in April 2019. 

 

DATUK SERI IR. DR. WEE KA SIONG 

MINISTER OF TRANSPORT MALAYSIA 

30 MARCH 2021 
 

-END- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

About MOT: 

 

The Ministry of Transport Malaysia has determined to be the leader of an integrated, efficient and secure 

transportation system by empowering technology-based transportation systems as the catalyst for 

national development. 
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